
  

 St. Francis’ Episcopal Church, Sunday, March 2 2025 

 

Service begins here at both 8am and 10:30am. 

 

Prelude 10:30am Let All Things Now Living arr. Gerald Peterson

   

Gathering Song  Let All Things Now Living VF 107 

We begin by praising God through song and prayer. Stand.  At 8am, sing verse 1; at 10:30, sing all printed. 
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Greeting 

Standing before the assembly, the Presider welcomes the community to worship. 

Presider Blessed are you, Holy and Eternal God. 

People Blessed be God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Presider Holy and Immortal One, illuminate the shadows in our hearts, open our eyes to your 

saving love, unstop our ears to hear your living word:  

People Guide us, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your truth we may find freedom, and 

in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Song of Praise: Spoken 8am. Stand. 

Leader  Arise, shine out, for your light has come; 

People                  the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

Leader  The nations will come to your light, 

People                  and rulers to your dawning brightness. 

Leader  They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

People                  and proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Leader  Your gates will lie open continually, 

People                  shut neither by day nor by night. 

Leader  No more will the sun give you daylight, 

People                  nor moonlight shine upon you. 

Leader  But the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

People                  your God will be your splendor. Amen.   

 

Song of Praise:  Sung 10:30am. Stand. 

Presider Let us glorify the Holy One as we sing. 
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The Collect of the Day 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

The Presider continues with the prayer appointed for the day, called the collect.  The collect is written to go 

along with both the season of the church year and the readings for the day. It summarizes the attributes of God 

as revealed in the scripture for the day. 

 O God, who before the passion of your onlybegotten Son revealed his glory upon the 

holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may 

be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever.  

People Amen.  

 

We Hear the Sacred Stories Sit. 

We hear the stories of the experience of God from our spiritual ancestors. Reading and commenting on scripture 

goes back to the earliest services of Christianity. Following the pattern of Jewish synagogue worship, readings 

follow a set pattern for what will be read when. 

 

The First Lesson: A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures 

Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus.  45:3-11, 15 

  

 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two 

tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone 

because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the 

skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to 
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them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses 

spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in 

commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had 

finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before 

the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he 

came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see 

the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on 

his face again, until he went in to speak with him.  

 

 Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day  99 

At 8am, the congregation reads the antiphon together. At 10:30, the congregation sings the antiphon together.  

The Lord is King; 
 let the people tremble;  
 he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
 let the earth shake. 

The Lord is great in Zion;  
 he is high above all peoples. 

Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome;  
 he is the Holy One.  ANTIPHON 

"O mighty King, lover of justice, 
 you have established equity;  
 you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
 and fall down before his footstool;  
 he is the Holy One.  ANTIPHON 

Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
 and Samuel among those who call upon his Name,  
 they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 

He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;  
 they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.  ANTIPHON 

O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;  
 you were a God who forgave them, 
 yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
 and worship him upon his holy hill;  
 for the Lord our God is the Holy One. ANTIPHON 
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The Second Lesson: A Reading from the New Testament Writings 

Reader A reading from the second letter to the Corinthians. 3:12-4:2 

 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a 

veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was 

being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear 

the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set 

aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but 

when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory 

of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 

heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice 

cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend 

ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.  

 Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Hymn: Preparing to Hear the Gospel Stand. 

We stand, as we are able, for the Gospel reading to show the particular importance we place on Jesus’ words 

and actions, and sing the Gospel Hymn.  At 8am, sing refrain only. At 10:30am, sing verses 1 and 2. After 

reading, sing verse 3. 

Refrain: 
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The Proclamation of the Gospel 

Deacon God is with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 9:28-36 

People Glory to you, O Christ. 

 Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And 

while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 

dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They 

appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish 

at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since 

they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as 

they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"--not knowing what 

he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 

terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my 

Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 

they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Hymn Music on previous page. At 8am, sing refrain; at 10:30am, sing verse 3.  

 

The Sermon Sit.  Mr. Jim Sparks 

We remain seated for the sermon. Having someone comment on the scriptures read goes back to the earliest 

days of Christianity and to the Jewish Synagogue worship which preceded it.  
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The Affirmation of Faith 

The Presider, priest or deacon, leads the assembly in an affirmation of faith. Originally the entire service was 

viewed as our confession of faith. But, since the Sixth Century, the church has recited either the Nicene Creed or 

the Apostle’s Creed at the Eucharist. The word creed comes from the Latin credo for “I believe” or “I lend my 

heart to.” Creeds tell a deeper “truth” that goes beyond “facts.” 

The Nicene Creed Stand. 

Deacon We affirm our faith in the One, Holy and Living God.  

People We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Prayer changes people. Prayer is not about changing God but about changing us more into the likeness of God. 

Collectively and individually we offer the hopes and desires of our hearts to God. The Deacon offers the prayers 

for those who are sick or have asked our prayers. 

Deacon  Let us now bring our prayers for the Church and for the world before God. 

The people respond to each intercession with silence. In the silences throughout our prayers, we are invited to 

hold up to God the names of those we especially remember today.  

 

Presider             To the One who is the road on which we travel, our companion along the way, and our 

journey’s end, we pray in boldness and confidence through faith in Christ Jesus. Amen.   

 

Confession & Absolution 

As we enter in to worship we ask God’s forgiveness for things done and things left undone and things done on 

our behalf so that we may be reconciled to each other and to God. 

Deacon Our Savior Jesus Christ says, ‘A new commandment I give you, that you love one another 

as I have loved you.’ Let us confess to almighty God our failure to accept and to share love 

with others.  

Silence is kept for a time. 

 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen.  

Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  

People Amen. 

 

The Exchange of The Peace 

As we enter the most sacred portion of our worship we exchange a sign of God’s promised peace. There are no 

set words to use in greeting each other, but “Peace be with you,” “God’s peace,” and “Shalom” are all commonly 

used. 

Presider The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 

As a community of reconciliation and peace, we greet each other with a sign of our desire for peace.  
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Welcome & Announcements Sit. 

 

Birthday Blessing 

Presider Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes 

understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen.  

 

 

Gathering at Christ’s Table 

Having been nourished from the richness of God’s love in sacred story and reconciled to each other through 

prayer, confession and peace, we gather at Christ’s table to offer ourselves to be transformed for service in the 

world. We listen to or sing a hymn to continue to prepare our hearts and minds for the Eucharistic Prayers to 

come.  

  

*The Offertory   10:30 only  

The gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts are offered by the assembly to be set apart or consecrated as a 

reminder of Christ’s sacrificial love and life. Once the Holy Table or Altar is prepared, the Presider and people give 

thanks to God for the many gifts we have been given by standing and singing our praise. 

 

Meditation Hymn 8:00am Jesus the Light of the World 

  Performed by First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn 
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Offertory Hymn 10:30am Songs of Thankfulness and Praise H 135 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From here, continue to the bulletin labelled “An Order for The Celebration of The Holy Eucharist,” page 4, and 

return to this insert for Communion Hymn and Sending Hymn. 
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Communion Hymn  10:30am Come to the Table of Grace 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From here, continue to the bulletin labelled “An Order for The Celebration of The Holy Eucharist,” p. 11. 
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Sending Hymn    

At 8am, sing verse 1 and 4. At 10:30am, sing all printed verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to the bulletin labelled “An Order for The Celebration of The Holy Eucharist,” p. 12. 

 

You are welcome to take this insert home with you for prayer or pondering. 


